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In the early to late 1800s, the Spokane 
Valley floor was covered with bunch grass 
which provided well for Indian horses. The 
Spokane and Coeur d’Alene Indians caught 
salmon from the river, used large rocks for 
drying fruit and built sweat lodges where 
the paper mill now stands. There also was a 
race track where the tribes had horse races, 
probably where the Millwood School is lo-
cated. 

In 1882, the Joseph Woodard family ar-
rived from Kansas and settled in what is 
now the Millwood area. Other families soon 
followed and by the end of 1897, six families 
were living in the area. When the Spokane 
Railroad Company planned an electric rail 
line through the valley, Seth Woodard and 
his father encouraged them by offering free 
right-of-way passage through their land. 
The railroad, in return, built Woodard Sta-
tion on the edge of Seth Woodard’s prop-
erty.

The first suburban telephone line was 
solicited by Seth Woodard and installed 
in 1906 by the Pacific Telephone Com-
pany. Woodard and the nine other sub-
scribers agreed to five-year contracts with 
the company. As development continued 
in 1908, a road was built across the valley 
from Sprague to Upriver Drive. That road 
later became known as Argonne Road in 
memory of the World War I Battle of the 
Argonne Forest in France. In 1909, the first 
steel bridge was built at Millwood linking 
both parts of the road.

Also in 1909, a headline in the Spokane 
daily paper announced the plans for a mil-
lion-dollar paper mill. W.A. Brazeau, pass-
ing through the area on his way from Wis-
consin to an “Exposition” in Seattle, saw the 
local paper and stopped to look over the sit-
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above: this circa 1930s photo of 
Millwood was taken north of the 
Spokane river. the building that 
now serves as Bethany place as-
sisted living facility is evident in 
the upper right of the photo.

at left: the inland empire paper 
Mill locomotive hauls logs to 
the paper mill in this circa 1920s 
photo.
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historical writings and for editing two series 
of articles which appeared in The Spokes-
man Review under the title, “The Valley of 
the Sun.”

Most of the homes in Millwood historic 
district were completed by 1928. To give 
further identity to the neighborhood, oak 
and maple trees were planted along Dalton 
Avenue. The paper mill donated land for a 
church and on their own grounds devel-
oped a park, a swimming pool and a gazebo 
used for the performances of the mill’s “Pa-
per Makers Band.” In the 1930s and 1940s, 
businesses in Millwood and the paper mill 
remained fairly static. During that period 
several Spokane Valley banks failed, but 
the Spokane Valley State Bank in Millwood 
remained solvent. During the 1950s, sev-
eral new houses were built and businesses 
added. However, when Argonne Valley 
Shopping Center opened in 1960, some 
Millwood businesses moved to the new 
shopping center while others simply closed. 
In 1978, seven of Millwood’s 28 commercial 
spaces were vacant. As the other malls and 
strip malls opened, Argonne Village was 
also negatively impacted. Today, Millwood’s 
commercial space is well used and limited 
parking has been improved through street 
widening. 

Millwood is unique in many ways but 
especially through the showcase quality of 
its historic buildings. When homes in the 
historic district are put on the market, they 
often sell within days. After 100 years of op-
eration, the Inland Empire Paper Company 
is still producing paper in a modern state-
of-the-art plant.

Bill Zimmer is a retired educator and for-
mer West Valley School District board mem-
ber, and Chuck King is a Spokane Valley 
historian. Additional items about the history 
and culture of Millwood—or any of the com-
munities in the Valley of the Sun series—are 
available in the Spokane Valley Heritage 
Museum archives, 12114 E. Sprague Ave. 
For more information, call 922-4570 or visit 
www.heritagecenter.org.

uation. When the original plan fell through, 
Brazeau presented the idea of developing a 
paper mill to the Nekoosa-Edwards Paper 
Company in Wisconsin. Within a year, con-
struction began with capital from Nekoosa-
Edwards and the Inland Empire Company. 
By 1911, the mill was producing paper. As 
the paper mill grew, attracting local workers 
as well as workers from Wisconsin, it was 
decided that the area known as Woodard 
Station needed a new name. The accepted 
name was Millwood, combining the mill 
and Woodard.

By that time, other commercial ventures 
had been initiated in the immediate Mill-
wood area, including a restaurant, lumber 
yard, general store, barbershop, hotel, ce-
ment factory (1912), post office (1915) and 
a bank (1920). A school was opened in 1912. 
A few years later, the students from Orchard 
Park were moved to the Millwood School 
which became Millwood High School af-
ter an approved curriculum was developed. 
In 1925, a new “West Valley High School” 
opened at the corner of Trent and Argonne.

Millwood displayed many of the char-
acteristics of a company town, but it was 
much more than that, as is evident through 
the many businesses which were devel-
oped by various entrepreneurs. The Inland 

Empire Paper Company purchased land 
and offered lots for sale, encouraging their 
employees to build homes. The company 
also established a home-loan fund and of-
fered construction ideas and architectural 
plans from house plans and pattern books. 
They even laid rails to the development area 
in order to bring in a steam shovel to dig 
basements. Between 1920 and 1928, many 
homes were constructed using a variety of 
architectural styles. Building materials of 
lumber, cement, granite and an assortment 
of clay products were available within a few 
miles of Millwood. In 1927, following a 
favorable 75-5 vote by the residents, Mill-
wood became the only incorporated town 
in the valley.

Waldo Rosebush, who was the general 
manager of the paper mill during the peri-
od in which most of the Millwood buildings 
were constructed, influenced the develop-
ment and design of many of the homes and 
businesses in the area. The design of his own 
home is considered to be the most unique 
and imaginative in Millwood. It is said that 
he came up with the exterior design after 
observing houses in France while serving in 
the Army in World War I. Though he was a 
manufacturer, historian and gun collector, 
he is probably best known locally for his 


