
We know this has been a very tough time for many businesses
and individuals. We are thankful we have continued to receive
support from our community. During this challenging and
unprecedented time, our leadership and board decided that it
was time to make some changes both in the museum and
online. For the last few months, we have been reorganizing
and reconfiguring the museum to meet the needs of our
volunteers and our visitors. 

Since we opened our doors, almost 17 years ago, we have
been gathering photos and information to share with those
that are looking for answers. To date we have over 11,000
photos in our archives. The demand for a local repository for
historical research has grown and continues to grow. Many of
our visitors come to us looking for answers about their family's
history or about our community. 

For the last 10 months we have been planning and doing what
it takes to continue to deliver history to you safely, both online
and in person. 

We have reconfigured space within the museum to have a
designated Archives Room, that has the required space to keep
our volunteers and visitors safe during this pandemic.

We are also working on converting all of the photos in our
archives to an online database; our goal is to have our photos
accessible to anyone with an internet connection. We are
working at getting our online archives ready for use by early
summer.

Don and Janet's contributions to the museum's growth are

very very numerous and most sincerely appreciated! 

Don assisted with visitor tours, school field trips and

maintenance of the grounds. 

Janet organized the meal for the annual heritage program for

many years. She also planted and grew the most lovely flowers

which beautified the museum grounds. She prepared the food

for the board meetings and provided the best baked goods for

us. 

Both Don and Janet assisted with many events, programs and

exhibits. They will both be missed beyond measure.  Our best

wishes and genuine affection and gratitude are sent to them.

They truly gave the gift of time and their contributions helped

ensure the success of the museum.

The Heirloom Times

Thank you Don & Janet! 
17 Years of Volunteer Service

Using this Time to
Reconfigure the Museum

Getting our new Archives Room and online database set up has
taken the ongoing work and commitment of our volunteers. We
look forward to continuing to serve you and meet the needs of
those seeking to find answers that lie within the stories that only
history can tell. Now, more than ever, we know how important it is
to connect to history, to our story, not just as individuals, but as a
community. For up to date information, be sure you follow our
Facebook page. 

Check out our new Archives area. It was designed and designated for archive
research, which accommodates the needs of our volunteers and our visitors.

Discover Your Connection to Spokane Valley

Official Newsletter for the Spokane Valley Heritage Museum Spring 2021

Don and Janet Gorman - 2003



www.spokanevalleymuseum.com

Coming Soon!

Spokane Valley Heritage Museum

509-922-4570

spokanevalleymuseum@gmail.com

PO Box 141341
Spokane Valley, WA 99214

raised. He was only gone from the Valley for four years, while he

served in the Air Force.

Bert's family grew Hearts of Gold cantaloupes on their farm off

of Fourth Avenue and Sullivan. The family farm is no longer

there, but the memories Bert shared about his days on the farm

and the history of our wonderful area, will live on for generations

to come. 

Bert was a pharmacist for 24 years at his pharmacy called

Porter Drugs. He was also very active in supporting many

groups within our community. Bert left a mark on the lives of

many, demonstrating by action what it means to serve and

share his many gifts, talents and love for his community and it's

rich history. 

Bert will be fondly missed by many. We are thankful we had the

time with him that we did and that helped to bring the dream of

the Spokane Valley Heritage Museum to reality. 

As we approach our 17th year and we are all navigating this new and
unique situation, the Spokane Valley Heritage Museum is still growing
and looking to expand the ways we bring history to you. 

You can make donations to the museum on our website, just click on
Support, then Donate on the drop down menu. 

We accept any and ALL financial contributions. The museum is a non-
profit, 501(c)(3) organization and does not receive any direct local,
state or governmental funding. 

Our funding comes from donations, fundraising events and the
support of people like you in our community. All financial
contributions may be tax deductible; for more information contact
your tax advisor.

12114 East Sprague Avenue
Spokane Valley, WA 99214

2021 Online Event Schedule:

History Captured in a Moment...
Remembering Our Friend & 

Long Time Supporter, Bert Porter

In November of 2020, we lost

a dear friend, Bert Porter. Bert

was  92 when he passed away. 

Bert was a true advocate for 

what he believed in and he

loved history, especially

history about the Spokane

Valley, where he was born and 

Since we are not sure when we will be able to open our doors for regular visitors or when we will be able to host regular
history presentations again, we are currently working on setting up Zoom history presentations, for a minimal fee. 

 COMING SOON! So stay tuned to Facebook and our website for more information. 

Leave a Legacy
Have you considered leaving a legacy gift to the Spokane
Valley Heritage Museum? You can help future

generations continue to learn about our community and

the rich history and stories of yesteryear. It's as easy as

talking with our director, Jayne Singleton, your attorney,

or financial advisor to learn how to include the museum

in your estate planning. 


